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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 



December  2016                                                                 Glimpses of Faith Newsletter 

 
Faith UCC                                                                                     Church Phone 625-6761 
970 N. Loop 337                                                                                www.faithuccnb.org     
New Braunfels, TX 78130                                                    Rev. Scott B. Martin, Pastor  
                                                                                                   Cell Phone  830-515-2866 
                                                                                       Rev. Ray Bizer, Pastor Emeritus 
                                                                                                        Pastoral Assistant, Janet Sherman 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 
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Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 



December  2016                                                                 Glimpses of Faith Newsletter 

 
Faith UCC                                                                                     Church Phone 625-6761 
970 N. Loop 337                                                                                www.faithuccnb.org     
New Braunfels, TX 78130                                                    Rev. Scott B. Martin, Pastor  
                                                                                                   Cell Phone  830-515-2866 
                                                                                       Rev. Ray Bizer, Pastor Emeritus 
                                                                                                        Pastoral Assistant, Janet Sherman 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 
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            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 
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            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 
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            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 
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            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 
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Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 
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            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 
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12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 
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If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 
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Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
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      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 
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    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
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wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 



December  2016                                                                 Glimpses of Faith Newsletter 

 
Faith UCC                                                                                     Church Phone 625-6761 
970 N. Loop 337                                                                                www.faithuccnb.org     
New Braunfels, TX 78130                                                    Rev. Scott B. Martin, Pastor  
                                                                                                   Cell Phone  830-515-2866 
                                                                                       Rev. Ray Bizer, Pastor Emeritus 
                                                                                                        Pastoral Assistant, Janet Sherman 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 
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            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 



 

The Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of ChristmasThe Symbols of Christmas 

Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 
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     One of my favorite Christmas carols is "It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear" (131 NCH)  It is unusual in that of all the frequently sung 

Christmas carols it never mentions the birth of Christ.  Instead It 

focus' on the angels song from Luke 2:14  "Peace on the earth and 

good will to all", which is sung to the shepherds right after Mary 

gives birth to the Christ child.  It is with this song of peace and 

goodwill ringing in their ears that the shepherds go off in search of 

the Christ child. 

      

      I did a little research, with the help of google, into this hymn.  It was written by a Unitarian 

minister named Edmund H. Sears.  He wrote it in one of the darkest times in United States 

history, the contentious years leading up to the Civil War.  The country was ripping itself apart 

over the issues of slavery and states' rights.  Carlton Young, who helped edit the United 

Methodist hymnal, calls it one of the first "social gospel" hymns to be written.  It contrasts the 

angel's song of peace and goodwill to all with the cries for war from both sides. 

 

     Sadly it seems this message is needed as much today as when it was first written over 100 

years ago.  Today Syria is being decimated by civil war, as is Iraq and Afghanistan.  Refugees 

in search of a better life are on the march from these countries and many more.  Our own 

country has come through a  contentious election and healing seems to be slow in coming.  

Large segments of our population fear losing their jobs or being in a stagnate wage jobs or even 

finding a job.  Self interest  is on the rise and ideas about the common good seem to be waning.   

Short term interests are pushing out actions for the welfare of future generations when it comes 

to discussions and action on global warming.  

  

      Our Christmas carol becomes a prayer for ourselves and others, "And you beneath life's 

crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps 

and slow.  Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; O rest beside the 

weary road, and hear the angels sing!" 

 

     If you feel burdened and weary this Christmas season over where you are on life's journey or 

where the world seems to be heading "rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels 

sing!"  May the blessing of Christ-mas be yours today and always.   

Grace and Peace,   Pastor Scott 
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Christmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible SchoolChristmas Vacation Bible School 

All Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages WelcomeAll Ages Welcome 

Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.Noon to 5 p.m.————begins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for luncbegins with hot dogs for lunchhhh 

Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN!Mixed media art • Christmas Story • Christmas Songs • Food • FUN! 

            Bring a friend and join us Saturday, Dec. 10th from noon to 5 p.m. for an afternoon of 
mixed media art, Christmas songs, the baby Jesus story, and FUN! Registration begins at noon 
and includes a kid-friendly hot dog lunch. (The idea is for parents to drop their kids off for an art 
and Jesus afternoon while they get some Christmas errands done!) All ages are welcome—
including children and adults. 

      We will gather in the sanctuary for Christmas music and preparation for the annual 
“Children’s Christmas Pageant” which will be held the following day during the 10:30 a.m. 
service of worship. Then everyone will disperse to the various art and jewelry-making stations 
for an afternoon of Christmas creativity which engages the “Symbols of Christmas” through art.  

     Essentially, everyone will have the opportunity to do some of the “Art Inside Karnes” 
activities. No art experience necessary. It will be user-friendly, fun, and full of Christmas joy. We 
also will do a mini mission project as the kids help stuff treat bags with candy for the Christmas 
VBS and Las Posadas which will be held inside Karnes Dec. 31st. Volunteer helpers—adults 
and teens—most welcome!   Registration forms & info attached to this newsletter email! 

     If you have particular questions, email Helen Boursier at 
helenb@boursier.us or call her at 830.730.3202.   

Faith UCC Annual “Christmas Pageant” 

Sunday, December 11th
  

            The Christmas VBS kids will share what they learned 
about the symbols of Christmas as their presentation for the 
annual Faith Christmas Pageant which will be during the Time 
with Children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Dec. 

11th. They also will be singing one of the theme songs from Christmas VBS. All children are 
welcome to join the joy! 

 



We Welcomed the Following New 
Members November 13! 

Kathy Howle 

Margie Buchanan 

Dave & Beth Bizer 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing                                                                          

on Sunday, December 4th 

    We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year.  All 
funds raised stay in Comal County.  This year we will be ringing bells 
outside of the Belk's Department Store at Creekside Shopping 
Center.  We are responsible for staffing BOTH doors.    

    We will be at both doors from 1-6 p.m.  You can sign up for one 
hour slots.  Feel free to sign up for more than one hour.  The signup 
sheet is on the kiosk in the entryway of the church.   Sign up now 

and reserve a spot.   

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  
 

    The Christmas Eve worship service will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  This 
year's service will be a lessons and carols service 
with communion and candle lighting.  
 
      Christmas falls on a Sunday this year.  We will 

have a worship service that day.   It will be a more informal service with times for sharing 
Christmas memories and lots of singing.   

Art Inside Karnes Update 

            Thank you everyone for the phenomenal help in prepping the art and jewelry for 
Art inside Karnes. The Christmas themed art debuted on Nov. 23rd with approximately 
300 mothers and children participating during the morning art session and another 275 
participating in the afternoon sessions for bracelets, earrings, and art. The experience is 
beyond description of the delight and joy that the mothers and children experienced—it was 
evident in the bubbling energy in the room and through the sparkling eyes and smiles on their 
faces. Thank you all for the behind-the-scenes preparation which is so important to this ministry. 
The women say: “Muchas gracias por todos.” (Many thanks for all.) The art team will being 
going inside Karnes three times during December: one session with the mothers (while the kids 
are in school) and two sessions when the children are on winter break. Among the special 
activities, we will do a mini “Christmas VBS” on Dec. 23rd during the morning with Las Posadas 
during the afternoon. The candy that has been collected will be made into treat bags for the 
children (by our kids during our Christmas VBS). Thank you all for your prayers, presence, and 
participation. 



December Worship Assistants 

 
12-4    Liturgist:  Curt Leohhardt    Acolyte: Sofia Beauchamp     Greeter: Don Green 

Council Rep: Kim Beauchamp     Hospitality: Mikki Ward     AV: Jakob Beauchamp 

Ushers:  Kim Beauchamp; Curt Leohardt; Joe & Mikki Ward 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Wil & Hulen Brown & Jennifer Marlow    

Communion:  Eddie & Carol Martinez 

 

12-11 Liturgist: Sandy Ludwig     Acolyte: Willow Leverett    Greeter: Dari DeStefano 

Council Rep: Joseph Guerrero    Hospitality: Mary Jean Owen    AV:  Charles Stark 

Ushers: Joseph Guerrero; Bob Manning; Rick Leber; Ralph Ludwig 

Nursery: TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Program!!! in church 

  

12-18   Liturgist: Julia Allison     Acolyte: Hayes Marlow     Greeter: Joe Ward 

Council Rep:  Mikki Ward      Hospitality: Tex Pantermuehl     AV: Tim Marlow 

Ushers: Joe & Mikki Ward;  Tex Pantermuehl;  Julia Allison 

Nursery:  TBA      Children's Church:  Christmas Break 

 

12-25   Liturgist: Sheila Angerer      Acolyte:  Fisher Marlow    Greeter: Joseph Guerrero 

Council Rep:    Kyle Kramm;  Hospitality: Jennifer Marlow      AV:  Mikki Ward 

Ushers:  Kyle Kramm; Jennifer Marlow; Sheila Angerer; Tim Marlow 

Nursery:   TBA     Children's Church: Christmas Break 

 
If you cannot serve on the date(s) shown, please try to find a 
sub.  If that is not possible, please leave a message at the 
church (830-625-6761) as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
be added or removed from all or part of the Worship Assistant 

List, please contact the church office.  

 

December Birthdays 

 
12-1 Cody Allen                12-2  Mike Ziegler                             

12-11   Devyn Perry-Clark         12-13  J.D. Foster    12-15    Mikki Ward                            

12-22  Janet Sherman             12-23  Richard Leber          12-24 Ainsley Nipper               

12-25   Bob Manning 

 

If your birthday is not on the list let the pastor know so we can get you on there for next 

year. 

 

 

 



Heart of Texas Association News 
 

   Our Fall Association Meeting on October 29th 
was a joyous gathering, with St. John’s UCC in Burton 
offering their always warm welcome.  Many thanks to 
Glen Schoeneberg and Risa Garza for an opening 
worship that included sharing about those God given 
people who have made a real difference in our lives.  
Highlights included a heartfelt recognition for the 
ministry of Charles Stark as he retires at the end of the 
year and service of consecration that offered our love 
and blessing to Carl Schwartz-King as he begins 
licensed ministry.  Carl is our first licensed minister to 
be trained through the Certificate of Ministry online 
program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
and he is now Minister of Congregational Care at 
United Christian Church of Austin. 
 
     We continue to celebrate our ministers who are retiring at the end of the year.  Bethany 
Congregational Church in San Antonio will recognize and celebrate the ministry of their pastor, 
Gerry Metzger, on Sunday, December 15th.  In addition to his ministry in this conference at 
Bethany and at Redeemer UCC in Zuehl, Gerry has served the community, Association, and 
Conference with wisdom, humor, and faith in many ways, including (as a sample) his dedicated 
work as the South Texas Association Minister, as the President of the South Central 
Conference Board of Directors, and most recently in his support of Dellview Elementary School.  
Also, on November 12th, Friedens UCC in Geronimo hosted a great celebration for Charles 
and Bonnie Stark, where many friends gathered for fellowship, sharing, and a video/slideshow 
that highlighted great memories.  Our prayers and blessings go with these friends as they enter 
a new time in their lives and ministries 
. 
      We have recently welcomed two new Members in Discernment who are pursuing 
ordination and two new pastors to our Association.  Risa Garza is a student in the online 
program of Chicago Theological Seminary.  Many of us know Risa as a licensed minister and as 
the Associate Minister at St. John’s UCC in Burton.  Andrew Young is a student at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and is finishing his internship at Trinity Church of Austin, 
where he is now a member. Pamela Jefferson, a member of United Christian in Austin, moved 
here from the Houston Association and serves as a chaplain with Hospice Austin and St. 
David’s Healthcare.  Ryan Hart is the new church start pastor of Open Cathedral UCC in 
Leander, and moved here from the Southern California Nevada Conference.  I hope many of 
you will have the opportunity to meet and welcome these friends in Christ to the Heart of Texas 
Association. 
 
   Finally, here is a great  opportunity.  Signups for mission trip/work camp weeks at Back Bay 
Mission in 2018 open up on January 1st, 2017.  The weeks fill very quickly -- some as soon as 
the signups begin  For more information, go to https://thebackbaymission.org/get-
involved/volunteer/mission-trips/  (and then go to the Mission Trip Calendars links at the bottom 
of the page to find out how to sign up). 

 
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 



Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross) 

   Throughout Advent and Christmas we will be receiving the annual UCC special offering for the 
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross).  There are special envelopes in the pews and on the 
literature table. 

    Here is how the offering was used in 2015..... 

Monthly Pension Supplementation for 464 lower-income clergy and lay employees who 
rely on this for basic needs such as food, utilities, and living and medical expenses.  Funds for 
this come from three sources: the Christmas Fund, Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), and 
the Ministerial Assistance Fund.  This amounted to $1.500,203. 

Quarterly Health Premium Supplementation for 235 lower-income retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  These funds subsidize premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan with 

Rx so that individuals can afford and receive quality health 
care.  Assistance totaled $452,561. 

Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks given to 528 retired 
UCC clergy and lay church employees.  This special gift 
at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that 
they have not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful 
for their service.  Gifts totaled $211,200 . 

Emergency Grants for 58 active/retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees.  Sometimes those who serve the church 

need our help, and emergency funds are available to assist in covering the costs that arise 
unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural 
disasters.  Emergency assistance totaled $91,694.                                                                      
Please consider giving generously to this year's Christmas Fund. 

                        Sunday School Dates to be Aware of: 
Nov. 27 - Hanging of the Greens (no Sunday School) 
Dec. 4 - last Sunday school for 2016 
Dec. 10 - Christmas VBS 
Dec. 11 - Christmas Program during church 
Dec. 18 & 25 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 1 - No Sunday school 
Jan. 8 - Church school resumes 
 

 

Memorial Service to be held for Elizabeth Martin                                       
at Faith UCC on Thursday, December 1 at 11 a.m. 

    A memorial service will be held at Faith UCC for Elizabeth Martin, Pastor Scott's mother, on 
Thursday, December 1st at 11 a.m.  A reception will follow in Baese Hall.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials can be made to the Faith UCC Kiva Fund or to the Comal Humane Society in 
memory of Elizabeth Martin.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Frank Dietz.  Pastor Scott 
wants to thank everyone in the congregation for their cards, well wishes, and prayers. 


